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Woodridge Memorial VFW 
Post 1578 was chartered on 
November 8, 1983 with 33 
original members.  Today we 
are celebrating our 25th anni-
versary of community service 
to the people and community 
of Woodridge.  With about 70 
members, we may not be the 
Biggest, just the Best. 

VETERANS  OF  FOREIGN  WARS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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Memorial Day Parade and Service 

The VFW Color Guard is at the beginning of the pararde - unit #3,  followed 
by John Sucansky’s H2 vehicle.  The Color Guard will meet in the parking lot 
across the street from Memorial Park at 8:30 am and car pool to the check-
in.  
 

The VFW members not in the Color 
Guard or H2 are asked to be at Me-
morial Park at 9:30 am or earlier.  
The roads adjacent to the parade 
will be blocked off soon after that.  
You will NOT  be able to park on the 
street.  Use Jefferson Jr. High or 
the Dentist Offices across the 
street.  Bleachers will be set up for us 
along Center Drive at the Park. 
 

The parade begins at 9:30 am.  Our Color Guard will exit the parade at Me-
morial Park and join our members there.  We will appropriately salute each 
American Flag that passes.  We will also set up a Gravesite with one of our 
new M1 Rifles, Combat Boots, and a Helmet in one of the three flag pole 
gardens.  We also have 144 small American Flags to pass out to people as 
they arrive at the Park. 
 

The parade should end about 11:20.  We will begin our Memorial Day Ser-
vice at noon or possibly a little sooner depending how many people arrive.  
Our service will include family members of Ssgt Jeremy Bessa, including 
his mother, Julie and his son Carson. 
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Post Installation of Officers 2009-2010 
 

This event will be held at the Shanahan’s on Tuesday, June 2nd, beginning 
with a Meet & Greet at 6:00 pm, and the Installation Service starting at 6:30. 
 
Pizza, salad, beer and soft drinks will follow.  Shanahan’s is located at 75th 
and Woodward Avenue. 
 
We will also honor the Woodridge Fire Fighter and Police Officer of the year. 
 
Post Officers elect are:   
Post Commander -Larry Gervais, Senior Vice Commander -Joe Kara 
Jr Vice Commander -Don Curby, QuarterMaster -George Strejcek 
Chaplain- Michael Hunt, Judge Advocate -Bob Kolling 
Surgeon- Don Young, Three Year Trustee -Randy Braasch 
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Tattered Flag  by Robert Kolling 
 

I recently had an occasion to 
shop at Michael’s over at 75th 
and Lemont Road. While I was 
pulling into the lot, I noticed that 
the flag next 
door at Ultra 
Foods was tat-

tered and flying by only one 
hook. I called the store and 
spoke to one of the managers 
about this. I mentioned that I 
was a veteran and a member of 
the VFW and suggested that 
the flag either be replaced or 
removed. I decided to take a picture. I was going 
to e-mail it to corporate if it wasn’t taken care of 
in a week. 
 

I went into Michaels and got what I needed and 
came back out about 10 
minutes later and I couldn’t 
believe my eyes when I 
looked over at the flag pole 
at Ultra.  There was a Fol-
ger’s Flag Company truck 
with its cherry picker up 
the flag pole taking the old 
flag down! I went over and 
spoke to the manager and 
told her I was the one who 

made the call and that I ap-
preciated the quick re-
sponse. They took the old 
flag down and replaced it 
with a brand new flag. An-
other store employee came 
out and told me he was a 
part-time fire fighter in Down-
ers Grove and that he would 
properly retire the old flag. 
The next time you are over in the area, stop by 
and thank Loretta for their patriotism. 
 

I think this is a good time for all of us to check the 
condition of our own flags that we fly as well as 
the one ones our neighbors are flying on the 
block. With Flag Day approaching it seems ap-
propriate to remind everyone that our Post holds  

a flag-retiring ceremony (Monday, June 15th) 
and burns the flags that have been turned into 
the mailbox at the Police Department lobby 
throughout the year. 
 

Replacement flags can be purchased very rea-
sonably at Action Flag, 1900 Egerton Court in 
Woodridge. Their number is (800) 699-9639 and 
ask for George. They are the company that sup-
plied the flags and flag poles that were recently 
erected at Memorial Park. Tell him you are with 
the VFW. 

Poppy Days 
 

Don Young reports our annual Poppy Days was a 
success.  Although our whole economy is still strug-
gling and we had less members working the streets 
this year, we still received about $4,500.00! 
 
Thanks to all who worked!  We would also like to 
thank the generous citizens of Woodridge for support-
ing veterans and veteran causes. 
 

Post Web Site  by Robert Kolling 
 

Hopefully you have all noticed a revamped web 
site for our Post. (www.woodridgevfw.org ) It 
hasn’t changed drastically, but it should load a 
little faster. I have added a Photo Album link. So 
far, this includes a Past Commanders album, a 
Then and Now album, a Miscellaneous album, 
and a Veterans Memorial album. 
 

If you are not on the Then and Now album, send 
me an e-mail with the pictures and I will include 
them. If you have any pictures at all you would 
like to share with the rest of the members, send 
them to me. If I don’t already have an album that 
fits the category, I will add a new one. 
 

This site is for you. If you have anything to share, 
let me know. I am considering adding a bio link 
for our members. If you have a story you would 
like to share about your experiences in the mili-
tary, write it up and I will upload it. We can be 
creative here. I’ll bet everyone has something 
interesting that you would like to share with your 
fellow comrades. I am open to any and all sug-
gestions. 
 

My e-mail address is rkolling@comcast.net. 
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Memorial Park with our new Service Flags 

To all on the Anniversary Committee and Grant Committee: 
The men & women of Woodridge VFW would like to thank all of you for another wonderful gift to 
the Woodridge community.  The Memorial Park Flags are up and look great!  The new flag pole 
lighting is perfect! – Bob Reichert 

When I drive by Memorial Park, which I do on a daily basis, I am always struck with pride for the 
Men and Women the Memorial Park represents, but yesterday as I drove by the Park for the first 
time my usual pride was enhanced and with tears in my eyes. It is a fantastic and appropriate   
addition to the Memorial.— Mayor Murphy 
 
The first time I saw the flags up and flying in the wind - I hurried home to get my Camera as I 
needed to capture the beauty of our Memorial Park. – Henry Ristic 

Picture by Henry Ristic 
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Our Motto: “We’d Do Anything For This Country” 

NEXT  POST MEETING 
Our next regular meeting will be held on  

Tuesday, May 26th at 7:30 pm. We meet at the 
Woodridge Police Station - Training room,              

1 Plaza Drive - Woodridge, IL 60517 
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Visit Us On-Line 
Keep up to date with our   

current activities, upcoming 
events, VA news, links,      

stories and pictures of our 
members at: 

 
www.woodridgevfw.org  

POST OFFICERS 
  Commander— Larry Gervais 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Joe Kara 
  Jr. Vice-Commander—  Don Curby 
  Quartermaster— Randy Braasch 

 
Post Answering Machine 

630-910-1578 
 

This Newsletter is written for ALL members of  
VFW Post 1578.  If you have a news article or 

any worthy event that you wish to share 
please contact Bob Reichert at 630-985-0070 
or reichertbc@sbcglobal.net, or mail it to the 

Post at:  
VFW Post 1578  
P.O. Box 8219  

Woodridge, IL 60517  


