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Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 
1578 was chartered on Novem-
ber 8, 1983 with 33 original 
members.  Today we are in our 
29th year of community service 
to the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of Operation 
Support Our Troops – America! 

VETERANS  OF  FOREIGN  WARS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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Post Information 

2012 Pasta Dinner Fund Raiser 
 

On Saturday, February 25th, our Post will hold our annual Pasta Din-
ner Fund Raiser.  This event will be held at Shanahan’s, 1999 75th 
Street, in Woodridge.  All proceeds will benefit our local veterans and 
VFW causes.  Last year we raised over $1,000.00! 
 

The pasta dinner will be served buffet style, all you can eat, and in-
cludes:  Pasta,  Spaghetti, Salad, Bread Sticks, and Dessert.  
Shanahan’s will provide a Cash bar.  We need volunteers to make the 
desserts!  We also need volunteers to bus tables and wash dishes! 
 

We are now selling dinner tickets which are $10.00 per person, and 
$25.00 per family and will also be available at the door that evening.  
Dinner will be served from 5:00 thru 8:00pm. 
 

We are also raffling off two great LCD HDTVs.  First prize is a 40” Hi-
tachi and second prize is a 21.5” Samsung.   Raffle tickets are $15.00 
each; winner need not be present. 
 

Tickets and Flyers will be available at our January meeting so plan on 
attending to pick yours up.  (see page 3)  If you can’t attend this event, 
you can sell tickets to your neighbors, friends and relatives.  Contact 
Don Curby at 630-292-8058, or dpcurby@gmail.com with any ques-
tions, or to make other arrangements.  Come out and support your 
Post! 
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Woodridge Community Resource Center 
 

Beginning in February, Post 1578 will volunteer on the third Monday 
of each month, from 4:00 to 5:00 pm at the CRC.  This is the same 
group of 1st and 2nd graders we have worked with in the past.  The 
CRC has revised their schedule and this will be our new dedicated 
hour.  Monday, February 20th will be our first session and we have a 
couple ideas already in mind.  But your input is always welcome for 
activities for the coming months.  Bring them along to the monthly 

Post meeting!   
 

Pictured here 
are all the kids 
and Post volun-
teers who wrote 
letters to our 
servicemen be-
fore Christmas! 
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 existing campaign and operational contingency 
plans. 
 

6. Examine the proper mix of Active Duty and Re-
serve Component forces to best suit the new 
strategy. 
 

7. Retain and build upon key advancements in 
networked warfare, which over the past decade 
has produced a truly interdependent and interop-
erable joint force. 
 

8. Maintain an adequate industrial base and in-
vestment in science and technology. 

VFW Washington News  
January 6, 2012 

 

Pentagon Unveils New Strategic Guidance 
 

President Obama, Defense Secretary Leon Pa-
netta and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey unveiled new strategic guidance at the 
Pentagon for a U.S. military of the future that will 
be smaller and leaner, but still agile, flexible, 
ready, and technologically advanced to respond 
to global threats. Initial plan details won't be 
known until the FY 2013 budget request is un-
veiled in a few weeks, but the president did say 
the defense budget will continue to grow over the 
next 10 years, albeit at a slower pace, now that 
today's wars are ending. Eight principles will help 
set funding levels and priorities as DOD must re-
duce its overall budget by $487 billion over the 
next decade. The eight principles are: 
 

1. Maintain a broad portfolio of military capabili-
ties to counter terrorism and irregular warfare; 
deter and defeat aggression; project power; 
counter weapons of mass destruction; operate in 
space and cyberspace; maintain a secure and 
effective nuclear deterrent; defend the homeland 
and support civil authorities; provide a stabilizing 
presence abroad; conduct stability and counterin-
surgency operations; and conduct humanitarian 
and disaster relief assistance. 
 

2. Differentiate between those budget invest-
ments that should be made today and those that 
can be deferred to tomorrow. 
 

3. Maintain a ready and capable force, even as 
we reduce overall capacity. 
 

4. Reduce the cost of doing business, to include 
reductions in the growth of compensation and 
healthcare costs, while still keeping faith with 
those who serve, and especially to the 46,000 
wounded and families of the 6,200 who lost their 
lives. 
 

5. Examine how this strategy will influence  

Qualify for Benefits Extended for Five Years 
 

Veterans of the Persian Gulf War with undiag-
nosed illnesses have an additional five years to 
qualify for benefits from the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. 
 

A recent change in VA regulations affects Veter-
ans of the conflict in Southwest Asia. Many have 
attributed a range of undiagnosed or poorly un-
derstood medical problems to their military ser-
vices. Chemical weapons, environmental haz-
ards and vaccinations are among the possible 
causes. 
 

At issue is the eligibility of Veterans to claim VA 
disability compensation based upon those undi-
agnosed illnesses, and the ability of survivors to 
qualify for VA’s Dependency and Indemnity Com-
pensation. 
 

Under long-standing VA rules, any undiagnosed 
illnesses used to establish eligibility for VA bene-
fits must become apparent by December 31, 
2011. The new change pushes the date back 
to December 31, 
2016. 
 

Veterans or survi-
vors who believe 
they qualify for 
these benefits 
should contact VA 
at 1-800-827-1000. 
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Our Motto: “We’d Do Anything For This Country” 

NEXT  POST MEETING 
Our next regular meeting will be held on  

Tuesday, January 24th at 7:30 pm . We meet at 
the Woodridge Community Resource Center,            
8274 S. Janes Avenue, Woodridge, IL 60517  
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Visit Us On-Line 
Keep up to date with our   

current activities, upcoming 
events, VA news, links,      

stories and pictures of our 
members at: 

 
www.woodridgevfw.org  

POST OFFICERS 

  Commander— Larry Gervais 
  Sr. Vice-Commander— Bob Reichert 
  Jr. Vice-Commander—  Dann Boland 

  Quartermaster— Don Curby 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 
This Newsletter is written for ALL members of  
VFW Post 1578.  If you have an article or any 

worthy event that you wish to share please 
contact Bob Reichert at 630-985-0070 or    
reichertbc@sbcglobal.net, or mail it to:  

VFW Post 1578  
P.O. Box 8219  

Woodridge, IL 60517  
 


