VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

6/23  Post Meeting Memorial Day Review

714 Independence Day . .
Founders Day at The Memorial Day parade and service

Castaldo Park were outstanding! This years event B
marked the 50th anniversary of the village gg
and the 40th anniversary of the park dis-
8/15  Post Picnic trict. The two mile route, up Woodridge
9/19  Golf Outing Drive from Rt. 53, was well attended. Our
Post Color Guard, unit #3 of 100 in the pa- _
rade, looked sharp! The highlight of the
service was the flag folding ceremony, in
honor of Ssgt. Jeremy Bessa, and the
Downers Grove South High School band.

: There were about a dozen members of
the Bessa family in attendance.
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Post Information

§ Please visit www.woodridgevfw.org to
view more pictures from this event.

Post Officers 2009-2010
Former VFW National Commander, George Cramer, installed our
2009-2010 officers on June 2nd.
Post Officers are:

Post Commander -Larry Gervais
Woodridge Memorial VFW Senior Vice Commander -Joe Kara
ng;rlnf’gef‘r ‘g’aigcg;:’tvi"heg;” Jr Vice Commander -Don Curby
original m embers. Today we Quarter_Mast_er -George Strejcek
are celebrating our 25th anni{ | [ Chaplain- Michael Hunt
versary of community service| | | Judge Advocate -Bob Kolling
to the people and community Surgeon- Don Young

of Woodridge. With about 70} | [ Three Year Trustee -Randy Braasch
members, we may not be the

Biggest, just the Best. ... continued on page 2
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Commander Gervais begins his 4th term.

Also in attendance were Mayor Murphy, Police
Chief Steve Herron, and Lisle Woodridge Fire
District Deputy Chief Keith Krestan.

Each year at this service our Post is honored to

recognize the Woodridge Police Officer of the

Year and the Woodridge Fire Fighter of the
Year. This year Chief
Herron introduced
Officer Michael Car-
penter and Deputy
Chief Krestan intro-
duced Fire Fighter
James Weaver.

Above, Officer Mi-
chael Carpenter

Right, Deputy Fire
Chief Keith Krestan

Below, Mayor Bill
Murphy — all with
Commander Ger-
vais

Fire Fighter Weaver
was not able to at-
tend. He is invited to
be recognized at our
July Post meeting.

Mayor Murphy ap-

plauded our Post’s

community service

work and for provid-

ing Woodridge with
our patriotic services.

Thanks go out to Shanahan’s for hosting this
event.

Annual Post Awards

Each year our Post presents several awards to
Woodridge local schools — St. Scholastica, Jef-
ferson Jr. High and Downers Grove North &
South High Schools.

Clint Delaby Extra Miler Award

We present the Clint Delaby “Extra Miler” Award
to an 8th grader at St. Scholastica and a 7th
grader at Jefferson.

We created this award in 1988, when Clint De-
laby was the first charter member of the Post to
pass away.

Clint was on just about every committee. He was
very unselfish and always around to help out.

The recipient is a behind the scenes volunteer
and example setter. The student is one who
does not need the accolades of others to partici-
pate and works hard at each project. Their re-
ward is knowing they gave their best each day
for school and fellow students. They become
part of school history with their name engraved
on the Clint Delaby plaque. They also receive a
certificate and a $50.00 Gift Card.

This year, we are proud
to present this award to
Jefferson student Kas-
sandro Bernardo, and
St. Scholastica student
Kayla Nykiel.

Post Member Bob Reichert

presents the Clint Delaby
Award to St. Scholastica 8th

grader Kayla Nykiel.
Partiot's Pen Award

Each year our Post presents the Patriot's Pen
Award to one eighth grade student at Jefferson
and one at St. Scholastica.

Patriot's Pen, a youth-essay writing contest en-
dorsed by the National Association of Secondary
School Principals, is a nationwide competition
that gives students in grades 7 and 8 the oppor-
tunity to write essays expressing their views on
democracy.

Our two Post winners receive a $50 Gift Card
along with Local and District Certificates.
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This years essay was “Why America’s Veterans
Should be Honored” . Between the two schools
our Post received 120 essays.

We are proud to present awards to our two first
place winners Kevin Zahrobsky from Jefferson
and to Celine Baticados from St. Scholastica.

The runners-up at Jefferson are Jack Czyzewicz,
Alyssa Ciango, and Taylor Lohse. The runners-
up at St. Scholastica are Allegh Moore, Jordan
Vosicky, and Kimberly Forbes. We award certifi-
cates to our runners-up. The amount of runners-
up are based on the amount of essays received.

Larry Gervais presents the Patriot Pen awards to St. Scho-
latica Students Kimberly Forbes,,Allegh Moore, Jordan
Vosicky, and Celine Baticados

Celine Baticados was our Post overall winner
and moved up to a VFW District award. We will
post her award winning essay on our web site.

VFW Distinguished Service Award

Post 1578 also awarded St. Scholastica teacher
Mrs. Eileen Quinn with
a VFW Certificate of
Distinguished Service
for the fantastic job
she has done promot-
ing Patriot’'s Pen. She
made sure all 29 of her
students submitted an
essay, and has done
so for several years.
Comrade Reichert and Mrs. Eileen Quinn
Jim Stewart Memorial Scholarship Award

Our Post established this $1,000.00 scholarship
with the intention of assisting one or more high
school students in their pursuit of continuing edu-
cation. This scholarship was named after former

Post Commander Jim Stewart, an Iraqi war vet-
eran, who was very active with many of the VFW
causes. Jim died in 1999 after a battle with pan-
creatic cancer. The applicant must demonstrate
the spirit of what Comrade Stewart believed in —
namely his patriotic and community based princi-
ples.

The applicant must be a descendant of a VFW-
eligible veteran.

Our Post is honored to announce the 2008-2009
winner is Hayley Rose Makowsk, a senior at
Downers Drove North High School.

Hayley is graduating in the upper 10% of her
class, is the President of the Senior Class Board,
and a member of the National Honor Society.

She has been involved with the DARE program
and LINK, which is a transitional program for in-
coming high school freshmen, a two year partici-
pant in the Westview Hills Teaching Program,
and a Community Park District soccer coach.
She also works with the White Sox Charities.

She will be attending the University of Dayton
and majoring in education.

Hayley's grandfather, Bernard O’Reilly, served
with the 10™ Infantry Division in Korea in 1953
and is currently a member of the Hometown, Illi-
nois VFW Post 9773.

Woodridge Inauguration

Comrade Bob Kolling was invited to lead the
Pledge of Allegiance at the Inauguration Program
for the Village Board, the Public Library, and the
Park District on Sunday, May 3rd. The guest
speaker was James Ryan, former Illinois Attor-
ney General. The Installation Officer was Joel
Kagann.




NEXT POST MEETING

Our next regular meeting will be held on
Tuesday, June 23rd at 7:30 pm. We meet at the
Woodridge Police Station - Training room,

1 Plaza Drive - Woodridge, IL 60517

Visit Us On-Line

— Keep up to (_Jlate with our
current activities, upcoming

\‘ events, VA news, links,
= stories and pictures of our

/ members at:

www.woodridgeviw.org

POST OFFICERS

Commander— Larry Gervais
Sr. Vice-Commander— Joe Kara
Jr. Vice-Commander— Don Curby
Quartermaster— George Strejcek

Post Answering Machine
630-910-1578

This Newsletter is written for ALL members of
VFW Post 1578. If you have a news article or
any worthy event that you wish to share
please contact Bob Reichert at 630-985-0070
or reichertbc@sbcglobal.net, or mail it to the
Post at:

VEW Post 1578
P.O. Box 8219
Woodridge, IL 60517

Our Motto:“We’d Do Anything For This Country”




