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Woodridge Memorial VFW 
Post 1578 was chartered on 
November 8, 1983 with 33 
original members.  Today we 
are approaching our 25th anni-
versary of community service 
to the people and community 
of Woodridge.  With about 70 
members, we may not be the 
Biggest, just the Best. 

VETERANS  OF  FOREIGN  WARS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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POST ACTIVITIES 
                                                    by Robert Kolling 

 
The months of May and June have been very busy for our Post. In May, 
we held our Annual Poppy Days and did very well this year. The weather 
was very cooperative. The money that was collected will be used to fund 
our needy veterans programs for upcoming year. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers! 
 
Our Award-winning Color Guard once again marched in the Memorial Day 
Parade in Woodridge (see picture on page 3). 
 
Our Post also installed our newly elected officers for the 2008-2009 term of 
office. Elsewhere in this newsletter are pictures of the team and a bio for 
those who chose to submit one. We also awarded the Policeman and the 
Firefighter of the Year awards at the Installation. Their pictures appear on 
page 3. 
 
Bob Reichert and Larry Gervais visited both Jefferson Junior High School 
and St. Scholastica to present the Clint DeLaby Extra-Miler Award. Larry 
also presented the Patriot’s Pen Award. 
 
On Flag Day, June 14th, our Post retired all tattered flags that were 
dropped off at our disposal mailbox at the Woodridge Police Department. 
 
We also presented two $1,000 scholarships to one student each from 
Downers Grove North and Downers Grove South High School. The win-
ner’s pictures are on page 3. 
 
Our Post is notorious for stepping up and answering the call of duty when 
needed. On July 4th, several of our members gave freely of their time to 
volunteer to help serve beer at the All-Village Picnic. Are we dependable—
or what??? 
 
Our fundraising committee is busy planning our 25th Anniversary Veterans 
Day Dinner Dance. It will be held at St. Scholastica on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8th. More details will follow. 
 
Bob Reichert and myself are serving on the Celebrate Woodridge’s 50th 
Anniversary Committee. I am on the Parade Committee and Bob is work-
ing with the Village and Park District to upgrade the Veteran’s Memorial. 
The Village has allocated funds for our use and Bob is open to sugges-
tions. The Parade will be held in conjunction with our annual Memorial Day 
Parade and will have 75-100 entries. More information to follow. 
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Woodridge VFW Post 1578 2008-2009 Officers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

 

Joe Kara  
Sr. Vice-Commander                                                        

Don Curby 
Jr. Vice-Commander 

Randy Braasch 
Chaplain 

Mickey Hunt 
Judge Advocate 

 
 

 

 

Len Pucci 
3 Year Trustee 

Joe Bregin  
1 Year Trustee 

 

Emcee Bob Reichert congratu-
lates Commander-elect Larry 
Gervais on his re-election for the 
2008-2009 term at the Post In-
stallation of Officers, which was 
held recently at Shannahan’s in 
Woodridge. 

 

Larry Gervais—Post Commander 
Larry served in Vietnam in 1969-1970 with the 1st Cavalry Division-Airmobile Infantry. He is married to 
Susan and has 2 children, Vince and Brooke and 5 grandchildren. Larry is a retired Art Instructor from 
Jefferson Junior High School in Woodridge and was a wrestling and cross country coach. He is a 
member of the Illinois Retired Teachers Association, West Lake Shore Unit Retired Teachers, Vietnam 
Veterans of America, 1st Cavalry Division Association. His hobbies include ceramic, wrestling, and 
traveling. 

George Strejcek—Surgeon 
George served in the Army Medical Corps with the 121st Evacuation Hospital in Korea in 1968-1969. 
He has been married to Elizabeth for 37 years and has 2 sons, Jim and Ted. He is a retired science, 
physical science, biology, and chemistry  teacher. George currently serves as a Democratic Precinct 
Committeeman and is a member of the DMZ Veterans of America. He enjoys reading and traveling 
and has traveled from Berlin to Beijing with stops in London, Paris, Prague, Verdun, Budapest, Vi-
enna, Amien, LeMans, and Normandy. 

Jerry McManigal—Quartermaster 
Jerry served in Vietnam with the Navy (ADJ3) in 1968-1970, squadron VA52 (A6 Intruder) on the 
USS Coral Sea CVA43, in the ‘Check Crew’ inspecting the engines. He is married to wife, Diane and 
has a son, Tom, who is 27 and a daughter, Lori, who is 25. He is retired and likes woodworking, mo-
torcycle riding, fishing (mostly fly fishing), traveling, and sausage making and eating. 

Bert Names—2 Year Trustee 
Bert served in the Navy for 3 years in the South Pacific aboard aircraft carriers USS Casablanca and 
the USS White Plains. He was an Electronic Technician Mate 1st Class. He has been married for 59 
years to Joan and they have 3 daughters. Bert has been retired from the Post Office for 30 years, 
where he drove a truck in Chicago. He is currently a Service Officer for the National Association of 
Retired Federal Employees Chapter #1771 and Secretary for the Woodridge Golden Years Seniors. 
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From DGN, the award is given to Hannah Jo Schober. Hannah was a member of both 
the National Honor Society and German National Honor Society in 2006-2007 and 2007-
2008 and  graduated with a 3.9 GPA. She is a drum major with the marching band and is 
a volunteer with many community organizations. She will continue her studies at DePaul 
University in the fall. Her grandfather, Robert Schober, served in the Navy in WWII. 

2008 Jim Stewart Memorial Scholarship Awards 

From DGS, the award goes to Amanda Mulcrone. Amanda is a straight A student, 
graduating with a 4.0+ GPA. She has won the Academic Excellence Award in grades 9 
through 12 and was a member of the DGS All Academic team in 2007-2008. She plans 
on majoring in Biology with a Pre-Med concentration at the University of Illinois this fall. 
Her grandfather, Edward Mulcrone, served in WWII with the Army in the Philippines. He 
is a Life Member of Post 9773 in Hometown, IL. 

 

Steppin’ Up at the 4th of July Picnic 
Jim French 

Firefighter of the Year 
Kenneth Ostarello 

Policeman of the Year 

 

ONE PROUD GROUP 

 
The Forgotten War 

 
July 27th is the anniversary of 
the end of the Korean War, fre-
quently referred to as the 
“Forgotten War”. The 1950-
1953 conflict cost America 
33,651 KIA and 103,284 WIA. 
More than1.5 million American 
men and women fought in Ko-
rea. 

 

Castaldo Park Re-dedication  
As part of the Celebrate Woodridge year-long festivities in 2009, the committee will be re-dedicating 
Castaldo Park on July 4, 2009. Clem Castaldo was a Vietnam veteran and the park was originally dedi-
cated in 1969. If anyone has any information regarding Clem Castaldo, please bring it to our attention. 
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Our Motto: “We’d Do Anything For This Country” 

NEXT  POST MEETING 
Our next regular meeting will be held on  

Tuesday, July 22nd at 7:30 pm. We meet at the 
Woodridge Police Station Training room, 1 Plaza 
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Visit Us On-Line 
Keep up to date with our   

current activities, upcoming 
events, VA news, links,      

stories and pictures of our 
members at: 

 
www.woodridgevfw.org  

POST OFFICERS 
  Commander— Larry Gervais 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Joe Kara 
  Jr. Vice-Commander—  Don Curby 
  Quartermaster— Jerry McManigal 

 
Post Answering Machine 

630-910-1578 
 

This Newsletter is written for ALL members of  
VFW Post 1578.  If you have a news article or 

any worthy event that you wish to share 
please contact Bob Reichert at 630-985-0070 
or reichertbc@sbcglobal.net, or mail it to the 

Post at:  
VFW Post 1578  
P.O. Box 8219  

Woodridge, IL 60517  


